
 

 

 

SUGA - A NEWCOMER'S PERSPECTIVE 
 

By Sallie Weddell 

 

My sister, Susan Talgo, had been encouraging me to join SUGA for a couple of years, but it took an unusual 

coincidence last fall to convince me. My husband's book club was reading John Steinbeck's novel East of Eden and 

he liked it so much that I started reading it too. When I spotted Bonnie Hoyt's class on East of Eden at SUGA, I 

knew it was time to join. Bonnie's class on East of Eden was a great introduction to SUGA. The book is powerful 

and multi-layered, and Bonnie was a skilled instructor who drew the class into thoughtful analysis and discussion. 

 

My other classes were also illuminating and enjoyable. Brandt Ross shared memorable songs from America's past 

and the historical events that inspired them. Sal Depasquale's provocative classes on Revised American History 

and the Kennedy Assassination challenged many of my illusions about America. My understanding of American 

justice expanded in Jeff Milstein's thoughtful class on Criminal Trials. With Joe Baird's encouragement, Walt 

Whitman's soulful poems from the nineteenth century found relevance in the twenty-first. And Georgia Geology 

taught by Chuck Hill enhanced my appreciation of the natural world and the dynamic forces that shape it. 

 

The social connections that SUGA offered were also important to me as the isolating Covid pandemic stretched 

into its second year. An article in The New York Times by organizational psychologist Adam Grant resonated with 

me. Grant wrote about the loss of opportunities to experience collective effervescence which he described as “the 

sense of energy and harmony people feel when they come together in a group around a shared purpose.” (“The 

Joy We've Been Missing,” The New York Times, July 11, 2021). When SUGA has live classes again, I'll be ready for 

new intellectual adventures as well as opportunities to meet the SUGA students and teachers whose on-line 

presence lifted me during the isolating days of Covid. 

 

Random Quotes Gathered by David McCowan 
 
READING by Joseph Epstein 

I read in the hope of discovering the truth, or at least some truths. I look for truth in what some might deem strange places: novels and 

poems, histories and memoirs. biographies and autobiographies, letters and diaries. In reading for truth, you understand, I am not seeking a 

full game plan, some large system that will explain the world to me, or a patent for bliss. Instead, I seek clues that might explain life and its 

oddities, that might light up the dark corners of existence a little, that might correct foolish ideas I have come to hold too dearly, that might, 

finally, make my own stay here on earth more interesting, if not necessarily more pleasant. From: The Middle of My Tether (Norton, 1983) 
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MEET ANN LEVINE, CURRICULUM CHAIR 
By Susan Talgo on 2/1/22 

I thought it might be interesting to interview the head of the curriculum committee, who makes a lot of the 
wonderful learning happen at SUGA along with her committee: Art Slavin, David McCowen, Tom Hawkins, and 
George Wieder. So, over coffee and muffins in her lovely home, we had a nice conversation. I asked Ann about 
her early career experiences and how she got started at SUGA. 

As the Assistant Director of the West Virginia Consortium for Faculty and Course Development in International 
Studies, Ann had previously worked with arranging speakers and experts at conferences, workshops, and 
seminars for higher education faculty 

Soon after moving to Atlanta from WV, Ann began attending SUGA in 2004 after 
going to a book club at Emory (she is an alum). When she was invited  to attend 
Senior University free for the summer, she  took a summer class led by Georgia 
Shakespeare artistic director Richard Garner, in which each summer production was 
studied for two weeks – both the story line and the technical aspects -- so in the six-
week class he was able to highlight all three summer plays.  Ann was so impressed 
that she quickly decided to join.  

After a few quarters at school, Ann became interested in how the curriculum was 
determined and sat in on a meeting. She learned that the chair was making phone 
calls to prospective instructors instead of emails, which she found inefficient, so she 
decided to volunteer to help with networking, even though she was relatively new 

to Atlanta and did not yet know a lot of people.  Eventually she was asked to lead the group, and served as co-
chair, then chair from 2007-2010.   When her predecessor at SUGA,  Susan Pillans, passed on two years ago, 
Ann agreed to step in as chair.   

I also asked about some of our instructors. 

Early on, instructors were not as comfortable with technical teaching tools (e.g., PowerPoint), but Bill Fisher, 
who has taught for us for over 15 years, was an early techie who also knew how to embed videos in his 
presentation. This winter, Bill taught a fascinating course on the spies and code breakers of WWII.  Several 
other teachers had worked with Emory’s Olli program prior to coming to SUGA, including Susan Pillans who 
taught brilliant classes that combined English Lit with history, theater, and archaeology. Ann and I reminisced 
about making Valentines for Susan prior to her passing two years ago! We all miss her so much!  

Sometimes our members find speakers through their hobbies. One example is Jeff Milstein, who was recruited 
by Virginia Dunbar and their mutual love of photography. I loved the class he did showing the backstory of 
famous 20th century photographs. His recent class on iconic trials of the 20th century is also terrific! 

Do you know any teachers or experts in a field through your extracurricular activities who might be interested 
in teaching or learning? If so, let the committee know! 

I was curious about incentives for the teachers, since SUGA does not provide honoraria.  Ann said our 
instructors teach from a love of doing it. Also, senior students are always a good audience, curious and, for the 
most part (!), well behaved. Most teachers have been willing to come back for repeat terms. 

During COVID, there have been lots of challenges for everyone everywhere, including SUGA. Initially a skeptic, I 
soon learned to look forward to Zoom as it provided a social outlet as well as a learning tool. I wondered about 
the instructor’s point of view. Would they agree to teach on this platform once we were not doing our classes 
in-person? For the Winter 2022 quarter, when we had to switch back to all zoom from our planned in-person 
classes on Wednesday and Friday, four of the eight agreed to the zoom protocol. This past year has shown we 



need both. Some instructors are not comfortable and a variety of classes both in-person and by Zoom will be 
offered this Spring and going forward. 

Are there things that you have noticed that students could do to enhance our Zoom environment?  Ann is 
thankful for George Wieder and his team who have been super patient and set up the Zoom classes. Things 
have worked out for the best and we have even attracted an international student! Barbara tunes in from 
Belgium  (see article below), which is   exciting. 

I was interested in how students can give feedback about classes. 

All students can come to the committee meetings which meet the second week of each quarter. Just email 
Ann prior to the meeting to get the date/time, and whether meeting is in-person or by zoom: 
alevinewv@comcast.net.  

Surveys are problematic for several reasons. One is the generous nature of our instructors which can make a formal 
survey awkward. Another obstacle is the amount of work involved in creating them and statistical analysis which is 
needed afterwards. Nevertheless, the committee plans to investigate some form of course evaluation.  

Looking back on the last few years, I can think of so many interesting things I have learned -- from what a dead log 
contains (Jerry Hightower, Natural Resources,  brought one in with microscopes!) to an amazing astronomy class (thanks 
to Dave Conley), multiple history classes, a class on the Beltline, a survey nature class (speakers from Fernbank to the 
Woodlands garden) to a wonderful cooking class that combined recipes, videos and a field trip to the international 
Farmer’s Market.  That’s to name a tiny portion of the classes, but as Mama said,  “Variety is the spice of life.”   

SUGA GOES INTERNATIONAL 

Barbara Reisner, SUGA’s first “international member,” has lived in Antwerp, Belgium, for 41 years. She grew up 
in New York and New Jersey and moved to Atlanta in 1969 to earn a PhD in French at Emory. After a spell of 
teaching at Woodward Academy, she improved her violin skills leading to a position in the Alabama Symphony 
Orchestra.  In 1977, she met her husband Herbert Kaufman, a fellow violinist in the orchestra. An audition for 
temporary positions with the Antwerp Opera Orchestra brought them to Belgium. They decided to stay (even 
shipping their Alabama-born cat to join them!) and played with the opera for several years. She later changed 
careers to become an assistant in the Brussels office of an American law firm. Herb was a German refugee 
from the Nazis, as was Barbara’s mother. Barbara has spent many hours in recent years transcribing, 
translating, and self-publishing books on Herb’s family history, as well as her own family letters, some in 
collaboration with a German historian. In the last few years, she has also been working with Rosemary 
Woolfitt, her second cousin, translating Rosemary’s family letters from German. 

Rosemary introduced Barbara to the SUGA ZOOM classes during lockdown. Barbara has loved the classes she 

has been able to attend – due to the time difference with Belgium they take place in the afternoon there – and 

has enjoyed meeting other SUGA members before the classes. Barbara enjoyed meeting SUGA members in 

person on her recent visit to Atlanta - such a warm experience! 

 

 

 

Stan Sobel passed away on January 20, 2022, of natural causes.  He was 89  years old. 

Marsha  Sussman, nee Berliner, passed away on February 9, 2022. She was 80 years old. She is survived by her 

husband of 53 years, Leonard Sussman. 

IN MEMORIAM 


