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Presenters in alpha order: 

 

• Tanya L. Bennett - Ph.D. English, University of Tennessee, M.A. English, Texas A&M University, B.A. 
English, Angelo State University, retired in May 2025 from University of North Georgia. As an English 
professor, her teaching areas were post-Civil War American literature, multicultural American literature, 
the novel, and first year composition. Her publications include Critical Essays on the Writings of Lillian 
Smith (2021), I Have Been So Many People: A Study of Lee Smith’s Novels (2014), and articles on 
Alice Childress, Charles Frazier and Lorraine Lopez. 

• Brenda Bynum - has worked with almost every theatre in Atlanta and was a resident artist at Theater 
Emory and member of the Emory faculty from 1983 to 2000, where she was honored by her colleagues 
with the establishment of the Brenda Bynum Award. She is currently commissioned to develop a 
performance based on the life and work of acclaimed Georgia author and human rights activist Lillian 
Smith, which will premiere in April 2013. She still loves Samuel Beckett, but her heart belongs to Royce 
and Whit and her faithful sidekick, RCB.   

• Keri Leigh Merritt, Ph.D., is a historian, writer, and filmmaker based in Atlanta. She is the author of 
the multi-award-winning Masterless Men: Poor Whites and Slavery in the Antebellum South (2017), as 
well as co-editor of Reconsidering Southern Labor History: Race, Class, and Power (2019), and After 
Life: A Collective History of Loss and Redemption in Pandemic America (2022). Merritt writes historical 
pieces for the public and has had letters and essays published in a variety of outlets. She gives 
speeches and talks all over the world and spent 2021-2022 as an Antibigotry Fellow for Boston 
University. Her latest book, An Inconvenient Woman: The Life and Work of Lillian Smith, will be out 
with St. Martin’s Press in 2026. She is currently working on a new documentary, The Civil War and the 
Fight for the Soul of America, and continues to write about the history of the US South. 

• Scott Paton is a journalist, broadcaster, researcher and archivist. Commissioned by the Centers for 
Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) in 2006 to draft their online biography, Paton also created dozens 
of chapters on history and science for the Smithsonian/National Academies of Science’s curriculum 
division. In 2009, he wrote, produced and co-hosted with Smokey Robinson a series of documentaries 
celebrating Motown Record’s 50th Anniversary, and illuminating the legendary label’s impact on 
American culture of the 1960s and the Civil Rights Movement.  

• Hall Smith – see SUGA Bio page  

• Matthew Teutsch, University of Louisiana at Lafayette PhD English, MA English, University of 
Louisiana at Monroe, BS Secondary Education Biology, Assoc. Professor of English, Piedmont 
University, is an Associate Professor of English and former Director of the Lillian E. Smith Center at 
Piedmont University. He maintains “Interminable Rambling,” a blog about literature, composition, 
culture, and pedagogy. He has published articles and book reviews in various venues including 
Mississippi Quarterly, African American Review and Callaloo. His research focus is African American, 
Southern, and 19th Century American literature. He is the editor of Rediscovering Frank Yerby: Critical 
Essays (UPM 2020). 

 


