The Black Hills of South Dakota
An American Heritage Journey
October 6-11, 2018

The Black Hills of South Dakota is a remote region of our country,
filled with unique natural wonders and cultural heritage.

u Mt. Rushmore and its presidential monument
u Crazy Horse Memorial tribute to the American Indian leader
u Badlands National Park with its moon-like terrain
u Spearfish Canyon and its magnificent scenery
u Custer State Park with diverse wildlife
u Deadwood and Lead, Old West gold mining towns
u Rapid City, the regional center with shops, galleries and museums

This American Heritage Journey is organized for members and friends of the Senior
University of Greater Atlanta by GTB Travel and led by George Brown, retired president
of Friendship Force International. Along with visits to all the sites, you’ll enjoy enrichment programs featuring the history of the region and its people.
The fee of $1,585 per person in a shared room includes: round trip air on American
Airlines, three nights at the K Bar S Lodge in Keystone, two nights at the Alex Johnson
Hotel in Rapid City, two meals daily, touring by chartered motor coach and expert local
guides.

Preliminary Itinerary

u Saturday, October 6: Morning flight from Atlanta
to Rapid City, South Dakota, arriving around noon
local time. The first stop is the Journey Museum in
Rapid City for an introduction to the history and culture of the native Sioux tribes and the 19th century
pioneers. We’ll then continue by motor coach to the
K Bar S Lodge in Keystone, just several miles from
Mt. Rushmore. You’ll enjoy this rustic resort nestled
in the Black Hills. Dinner and welcome program in a
private dining room at the lodge.

u Sunday, October 7: After breakfast we’ll take the short drive to Mt. Rushmore to see the
presidential carvings and learn about the history of this unique monument. Enjoy walking to the
base of the mountain (1 mile trail) or simply take in the view from the modern visitor’s center. We’ll
then drive through the “Needle’s Eye” with spectacular granite outcroppings on the way to
Custer State Park where we will have lunch at the State Game Lodge. After lunch, enjoy the
“wildlife loop” drive through the park featuring bison, deer, mountain goats and even donkeys.
Conclude the day with a visit to the Crazy Horse Memorial, a massive stone carving still underway that is a tribute to the Native American leader. Dinner at the K Bar S Lodge.

u Monday, October 8: After breakfast we’ll travel to the Badlands National Park. Our first stop
is the Prairie Homestead Historic Site, where you can see an original pioneer dugout home from
the 19th century. From there we’ll enter the Park taking the 23 miles loop road along the Badlands
Wall. You will feel like you are on another planet. The landscape is so dramatic: layered rock
formations, steep canyons and towering spires. Bison, bighorn sheep and prairie dogs inhabit its
sprawling grasslands. We’ll stop along the way at scenic overlooks with short walking trails into the
rocky terrain. Outside the park we’ll stop at Wall Drugs. This is a one of a kind establishment
where you’ll find just about every kind of Western art and gear—along with a bustling café for your
lunch. This evening enjoy an old west Chuck Wagon Supper and Variety Music Show.

u Tuesday, October 9: After breakfast check out of the lodge and head south to Hot Springs,
known since the 19th century for hot mineral springs. We’ll visit the Mammoth Site with the
skeletal remains of more than 60 mammoths that are displayed where they were uncovered. After
a guided tour of the site enjoy a visit to the historic downtown where your lunch will be on your own.
Then we’ll head north to Rapid City, checking into the Alex Johnson Hotel. You’ll have time to
visit the downtown shops and galleries before our happy hour in the rooftop lounge of the hotel,
followed by dinner.

u Wednesday, October 10: We’ll have a light breakfast at the hotel before getting an early start
north to the town of Spearfish. The first stop is the High Plains Western Heritage Center. This is
a five state region historical center that includes artifacts honoring the old west pioneers of the
Dakotas, Nebraska, Montana and Wyoming. We’ll make a brief stop in the town of Spearfish,
visiting the Matthews Opera House and Arts Center—an early 20th century opera house, now a
vibrant community concert center. Leaving Spearfish we’ll take a scenic drive through Spearfish
Canyon, stopping at the Spearfish Canyon Lodge for a buffet lunch—our final meal together. The
return drive to Rapid City will take us through the historic western towns of Lead and Deadwood.
We’ll have a tour of the old gold mine, now used for advanced underground scientific research.
Upon return to Rapid City the remainder of
the day and dinner will be on your own.

u Thursday, October 11: Breakfast on your
own today before checking out of the hotel
for transfer to the airport for the return flight
home, arriving Atlanta around 6:00 p.m.
For information contact:
George Brown
404-583-7730
george@gtbtravel.com

K Bar S Lodge, Keystone, South Dakota

