
POTPOURRI CLASS 
SYLLABUS & BIOS 

 
Thursday, 9:30-10:30 AM via Zoom 

Coordinator,  Ann Mebane Levine, Curriculum Chair,  SUGA 
  
Jan. 6:          Steve M. Potter, “The Brain: Your Questions Answered” 
Prof. Steve M. Potter taught at UC San Diego, UC Irvine, Caltech and Georgia Tech since 1986. 
His award-winning real-world approaches to enhance learning and student engagement are 
described in his book, “How to Motivate Your Students to Love Learning.” He is an Adjunct 
Associate Professor and neuroengineer in the Coulter Department of Biomedical Engineering at 
Georgia Tech and Emory University, where he and his research group created the first embodied 
cultured networks to study learning at the cellular and network levels. He left the ivory tower in 
2015 to become a freelance maker, scientific consultant, writer, and maker workshop teacher in 
Ireland. https://potterlab.gatech.edu and https://steveMpotter.tech 
  
Jan. 11:          Henry S. Kahn, M.D., “Can We Make U.S. Healthcare Affordable?” 
Dr. Kahn practiced general internal medicine (Board-Certified) in the Grady Health System from 
1973 through 2015. A graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Medical School, he was a 
resident (internal medicine) at Boston City Hospital followed by a year at Lincoln Hospital 
(pediatrics) in the Bronx. He came to Atlanta to serve 2 years in the Epidemic Intelligence 
Service at the US Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and stayed in Atlanta as a faculty member 
in the Emory Univ. School of Medicine. Beyond his teaching and research in chronic-disease 
prevention, he worked to establish the neighborhood health centers associated with Grady 
Memorial Hospital. He is now Professor Emeritus in Emory’s Department of Family & 
Preventive Medicine and on the adjunct faculty of Morehouse School of Medicine. Following his 
2001 retirement from academia, he was an epidemiologist in CDC’s Division of Diabetes 
Translation through 2018. 
  
Jan. 20:          Marshall P. Duke, “The Psychology of Fiction” 
Marshall Duke received his B.A. in general psychology from Rutgers University and his Ph.D. in 
clinical psychology from Indiana University. Following two years of service as a psychologist in 
the United States Army, he joined the Emory faculty in 1970 where he is the Charles Howard 
Candler Professor of Psychology of Personality Theory. He has studied a variety of family issues 
as a member of Emory’s psychology faculty. He is a Senior Faculty Fellow at The Emory Center 
for Ethics, in which capacity he has spoken to SUGA members several times. He is the author of 
over 100 research articles and nine books.  
  
Jan. 27:          Jeff Wood, “Financial Scams and How to Avoid Them” 
Jeff Wood is the Chair of the Cobb County Neighborhood Safety Commission. He is the son of 
SUGA member, Aileen Wood. 
  
Feb. 3:           Jack L. Hammersmith, ”’First’ First Ladies” 
Jack Hammersmith is emeritus professor of History at West Virginia University, where he taught 
from 1968 until his retirement in 2016. The recipient of numerous teaching awards during his 



time at WVU, he taught U.S. History, Modern China and Modern Japan. He was also the director 
of a statewide organization, the Consortium for Faculty and Course Development in International 
Studies (FACDIS), where he worked with Ann Levine. In his retirement, he regularly teaches in 
the WVU Olli program for lifelong learners. 
  
Feb. 10:         Kaye Lanning Minchew is the author of “Jimmy Carter: Citizen of the 
South” which uses oral histories and photographs to look at the life of the former president and 
how the South nurtured him, provided a launching pad for his political career, and supported the 
various activities of his post-presidency. With this informative history, published by the 
University of Georgia Press in 2021, the author illuminates Carter's past, present, and his 
enduring legacy, adding to our understanding of his impact on both national and international 
concerns. Kaye was the executive director of the Troup County Historical Society and Archives 
for more than thirty years. Now retired, she serves as an archival consultant and lives in 
LaGrange, Georgia.  
  
Feb. 17:         Jonathan J. Miles, “Clean Energy in the Era of Climate Change – Silver Bullet or 
Silver Buckshot?” Jonathan Miles is a Professor of Integrated Science and Technology and 
Executive Director of the Center for the Advancement of Sustainable Energy at James Madison 
University in Harrisonburg, VA. He holds a Ph.D. in mechanical engineering from the 
University of Massachusetts. With a background in physics and engineering, he teaches a range 
of courses at all levels involving the applied sciences along with engineering and energy. With a 
special interest in wind energy, he has been the director of the Virginia Center for Wind Energy. 
He is also the son-in-law of Ann Levine! 
  
Feb.24:          Daniel Rodgers and Camille Gaffron, “Providing Short-Term Housing for 
Atlanta-area Patients/Caregivers and International Visitors” 
 
Daniel Rodgers is the newly-hired Executive Director of Atlanta Hospital Hospitality House 
(AHHH). AHHH has served Atlanta for over 40 years, as “a home away from home” to patients 
and caregivers from outside of the city who have found themselves in need of lodging and 
support while seeking treatment inside the perimeter. Staff and volunteers provide affordable 
lodging, home-cooked meals, and supportive companionship in an effort to improve the health 
and welfare of families in the midst of medical crisis. Daniel was born and raised in Atlanta and 
grew up blocks away from the House. He has a Master's of Public Health from the University of 
North Texas and brings 10 years of experience in healthcare and social service nonprofit 
organizations.  
 
Camille Gaffron is the long-time Director of Villa International. Founded in 1972, Villa’s 
mission is to promote the health and wellness of the world by creating a safe, affordable short-
term place to live for international doctors, researchers, and public health professionals. Its 
mission is to promote mutual respect, friendship, and global understanding. Villa has hosted over 
26,000 medical scholars and others from 179 countries. Each year, Villa provides a welcoming 
“home away from home” for nearly 500 international public health workers. The Villa facility is 
within easy walking distance of CDC and Rollins School of Public Health. Camille came to 
Atlanta in 1973 after graduating from Mary Baldwin College.  
 


